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“We selected CTERA to 
provide a scalable solution to 
fit our various office models 
and sizes across our global 
business environment.” 
Menakshi Sehwani 
IT Business Partner, J. Walter Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Windows Server has dutifully served the rudimentary file 
serving needs of organizations for decades, but is it time to 
modernize your file services infrastructure to reduce risk, 
control costs, enhance collaboration, and protect your most 
valuable assets from attack? 

 

With Windows Server 2019 reaching end of life (EOL) as of 2024 
and Windows Server 2022 approaching EOL in 2026, your 
organization could be at risk of falling behind. There’s never 
been a better time for forward-thinking and futureproofing. 
Learn why organizations across the globe are choosing next-
generation solutions like CTERA Intelligent Data Platform to 
drive the transformations needed to meet modern challenges. 

 

Key Differences Between CTERA  
and Windows Server 
• Unlimited File Capacity: CTERA allows organizations to migrate 

unstructured file data to low-cost cloud/object storage while 
maintaining local, high-performance access to frequently accessed 
files. Windows Server keeps all files local, driving capacity concerns, 
driving up storage costs, and constraining scalability. 

• Multi-Cloud: CTERA is designed to work with all leading cloud 
and on-premises object storage providers, enabling easy data 
migration between private and public object storage targets. 
Windows Server is architecturally more restrictive.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fifth consecutive year CTERA named a Leader in 

GigaOm Radar cloud file system reports 

• Global File System: CTERA creates a global namespace for 
distributed enterprises to share and collaborate on files across any 
number of locations. Windows Server does not support a global file 
system. 

• Complete Data Privacy: CTERA addresses the requirements of 
security or sovereignty-focused organizations with a 100% private 
(in-firewall) deployment model and end-to-end encryption. 
Windows has only basic features to support data governance and 
privacy. 

• Modern Collaboration: CTERA provides desktop, mobile, and web-
based cloud collaboration tools that integrate with Microsoft Teams 
and sync with remote site CTERA Edge Filers. 

• Ease of Transition: Not only does the CTERA Edge Filer come with an 
excellent data discovery and migration tool built in, but all of your 
existing ACLs for File/Folder/Share access are honored, as are your 
Active Directory groups and users! 
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CTERA vs. Windows Server 

CTERA – The Industry Leader with 50,000+ Edge Filers Deployed Worldwide 
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CTERA vs Windows Server 

 
 

 
Enterprise File Services CTERA Windows Server 

Global File System with multi-site collaboration 
  

Supports all leading public and private cloud 
providers 

  

Multi-cloud data migration (avoid lock-in)   

Integrated virtual Edge Filers 
  

Storage Routing - providing full control of 
where blocks are stored 

 

 
 

 

S3 Protocol - Configurable data access via S3 
 

 
 

 

File streaming for large media files 
 

 
 

 

Native MCP Server support 
 

 
 

 

Modern Collaboration 

Desktop and mobile file sync & share 
 

 

 

 
 

Microsoft Teams integration 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Direct-to-cloud web access 
 

 
 

 

Secure collaboration tools for internal/external 
users 

 

 
 

 

Security and Data Protection 
Hybrid or 100% private (in-firewall) with end-to-
end encryption 

  

Local and cloud high availability 
  

Policy-based file sharing controls 
  

End User self-serve advanced file/folder 
snapshot/version access 

  

Ransomware, MFA, AV, Exfiltration Prevention 
built in 

 

 
 

 

WORM (write once, read many) vault 
functionality 

 

 
 

 

Zero Trust Architecture 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Before You Buy 
If you’re considering an upgrade to a newer Windows Server version, 
ask these questions first: 
• Is your existing file services infrastructure effectively addressing the increased risk of 

modern cyber-attacks? 
• Is unstructured data growth driving increased storage costs? 
• Will you need to move data between clouds for cost or data governance reasons? 
• Do you require fast DR from the cloud in the event of an appliance outage? 
• Do you need to support roaming and mobile users, in addition to branch offices? 
• Is easy-to-use modern file collaboration important to you? 
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